LITURGY OF LAMENT AND REPENTANCE FOR 
THE SEXUAL ABUSE OF CHILDREN BY PRIESTS AND RELIGIOUS
St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, Dublin. 3pm. 20th February 2011.
Introduction – via wireless microphone:
If we listen carefully in the stillness and silence of this day we may hear the cries of those who suffer as a result of abuse of any kind. They are crying out with relief because they have been heard at last. They are crying out because of a hurt inflicted some time ago but still aching as if it was done today. They are crying out for justice and restoration, for dignity and peace. 

Cardinal O’Malley and Archbishop Martin prostrate themselves in front of the Cross in the sanctuary for a substantial time of silent prayer minute.
Gathering Song

Bless the Lord, my Soul (Taizé)


All sing:

Bless the Lord, my soul and bless God’s holy name





Bless the Lord, my soul who leads me into life.

We gather today, before the God of all tenderness and compassion, to ask God’s forgiveness for sins and crimes of sexual, physical, emotional and spiritual abuse

perpetrated in the Catholic Church against the young. Conscious of ourselves as

members of the Body of Christ we collectively repent of these great evils.

All sing:

Bless the Lord, my soul…
We remember St. Paul’s teaching that if one part of the body is hurt all the members share its pain (1 Cor 12:26). We come before God today aware of the deep suffering of our sisters and brothers who were abused by Church personnel. We lament the hurt and injuries inflicted upon them. Together we repent of the hardness of heart and lack of pastoral love that further traumatised them and prolonged their suffering and that of their loved ones.

All sing:

Bless the Lord, my soul...

We ask forgiveness of God and of all survivors for the failure of those Church leaders and many others in the family of the Church to respond with love, integrity, honesty, understanding and compassion to their pain and distress. Lamenting our failures in the past and in a spirit of deep repentance we pray for God’s healing love to enfold and comfort survivors of clerical and religious sexual abuse now and in the future.
All sing:

Bless the Lord, my soul…
Opening Prayer

Let us pray,

Loving God, we ask your mercy and forgiveness for the sins and crimes perpetrated against your children, sisters and brothers of Jesus Christ, young temples of the Holy Spirit. We confess that we are guilty and our sins fill us with dismay.
Yet we continue to hope and in repenting of our sins, which caused so much harm, we seek to reach out to our sisters and brothers who are survivors of clerical and religious abuse. We pray for their healing and wellbeing.

All pray together: We pray that through conversion of mind and heart in all members of the Church, bishops, priests, religious and lay-faithful we might recognise the suffering face of Christ present in survivors of clerical and religious abuse. 
We pray that new ways may be found to try and restore their sense of God-given dignity to respond to them in that spirit of love and justice demanded by the Gospel. 
We make our prayer through Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

Scripture Reading



A Reading from the prophet Joel 2:12-13, 17

‘Even now,’ declares the Lord, ‘return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.’ Rend your heart and not your garments. 
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love. Let the priests, who minister before the Lord, weep between 
the temple porch and altar. Let them say, ‘Spare your people, O Lord. Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn, a byword among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 50 (Michael Joncas)


All sing:

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.




Have mercy on me, O God, in your kindness




In your compassion blot my offence





O wash me more and more from my guilt

And cleanse me from my sin


All sing:

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.




My offences, truly I know them




My sin is always before me




Against you, you alone have I sinned 




What is evil in your sight I have done



All sing:

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.
A new heart create for me O God,
With a spirit of fervour sustain me 

Do not cast me away from your presence
Nor deprive me of your Holy Spirit.

All sing:

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.
Reflection

St Catherine of Siena (14th Century )

When one is in charge, one often fails in true justice. And this is the reason: one is afraid of losing one’s status, so in order not to displease others, one keeps covering 
and hiding their wrong-doing, smearing ointment on a wound which at the time needs to be cauterized. Alas, how sad I feel when those who should use the flame of divine charity to burn out crime by holy punishment and correction, administered in true justice, flatter others and pretend not to see their wrong-doing. They behave in this way toward those whom they think may harm their position. But toward the poor who seem insignificant and whom they do not fear, they display tremendous enthusiasm for ‘justice’ and, showing neither mercy nor compassion, they exact harsh punishments for small faults.

Brief instrumental – moment of pause – 

Gospel





From the Gospel according to Matthew


18:1-6
At this time the disciples of Jesus came to him and said, ‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? ‘ So he called a little child to him whom he set among them. 
Then he said, ‘In truth I tell you, unless you change and become like little children you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

And so the one who makes himself as little as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Anyone who welcomes one little child like this in my name welcomes me. But anyone who is the downfall of one of these little ones who have faith in me would be better drowned in the depths of the sea with a great millstone around his neck.
Song



Pity then the Child (Liam Lawton)

Pity then the child whose heart is ever mild, 
who wonders at the earth, the sky, the sea.

Tender is the child, whose heart it knows no guile, 
who’ll gaze the face of God eternally. 
Testimony:

An excerpt from the Executive Summary of the Ryan Report 




investigating the abuse of children in institutions in the State
Physical and emotional abuse and neglect were features of the institutions. Sexual abuse occurred in many of them, particularly boys’ institutions. Schools were run in a severe, regimented manner that imposed unreasonable and oppressive discipline on children and even on staff.

The defects of the system were exacerbated by the way it was operated by the Congregations that owned and managed the schools. This failure led to the institutional abuse of children where their developmental, emotional and educational needs were not met... More kindness and humanity would have gone far to make up for poor standards of care. 

The Reformatory and Industrial Schools depended on rigid control by means of severe corporal punishment and the fear of such punishment. The harshness of the regime was inculcated into the culture of the schools by successive generations of Brothers, priests and nuns. It was systemic and not the result of individual breaches by persons who operated outside lawful and acceptable boundaries. 

A climate of fear, created by pervasive, excessive and arbitrary punishment, permeated most of the institutions and all those run for boys. Children lived with the daily terror of not knowing where the next beating was coming from...Seeing or hearing other children being beaten was a frightening experience that stayed with many complainants all their lives 

In one institution: Sexual abuse was a chronic problem…. Two abusers were present for periods of 14 years each and the Congregation could offer no explanation as to how these Brothers could have remained in the School for so long undetected and unreported.

Cases of sexual abuse were managed with a view to minimising the risk of public disclosure and consequent damage to the institution and the Congregation. This policy resulted in the protection of the perpetrator…

The damage to the children affected and the danger to others were disregarded.

There were no protocols or guidelines put in place that would have protected children from predatory behaviour. The management did not listen to or believe children when they complained of the activities of some of the men who had responsibility for their care. At best, the abusers were moved, but nothing was done about the harm done to the child. At worst, the child was blamed… and was punished severely. 

For a brief period in the 1940s, boys felt able to speak about sexual abuse in confidence at a sodality that met in one school. Brothers were identified by the boys as sexual abusers and were removed as a result. The sodality was discontinued.

Witnesses spoke of being belittled and ridiculed on a daily basis. Private matters such as bodily functions and personal hygiene were used as opportunities for degradation and humiliation. Personal and family denigration was widespread, particularly in girls’ schools. There was constant criticism and verbal abuse and children were told they were worthless.

A disturbing element of the evidence before the Commission was the level of emotional abuse that disadvantaged, neglected and abandoned children were subjected to generally by religious and lay staff in institutions. 

The lessons of the past should be learned.

Instrumental


(Caoineadh na trí Mhuire)

Prayer


All say: 
Lord, we are so sorry for what some of us did 


to your children: treated them so cruelly, 


especially in their hour of need. 


We have left them with a lifelong suffering. 



This was not your plan for them or us. 


Please help us to help them. Guide us, Lord, Amen. 


(Prayer sent to Archbishop Martin by a survivor of abuse)
Testimony:

An extract from the Murphy Report of the Commission of 
Investigation into the Catholic Archdiocese of Dublin
Church law describes sexual interference with a minor as the “worst crime”.

There is no doubt that the reaction of Church authorities to reports of clerical child sexual abuse in the early years of the Commission’s remit was to ensure that as few people as possible knew of the individual priest’s problem. There was little or no concern for the welfare of the abused child or for the welfare of other children who might come into contact with the priest. Complainants were often met with denial, arrogance and cover-up and with incompetence and incomprehension in some cases. Suspicions were rarely acted on. Typically complainants were not told that other instances of child sexual abuse by their abuser had been proved or admitted. The attitude to individual complainants was overbearing and in some cases underhand 

The Commission would like to pay special tribute to the complainants who gave evidence before the Commission. Reliving their experiences was extremely painful, and the Commission was left in no doubt about the devastating effect child sexual abuse can have not just on victims but also on their families of origin and the families they create subsequently. Their evidence was also instrumental in helping the Commission to properly examine the catalogue of secrecy, cover-up and inaction which the Church authorities indulged in during the vast majority of the period covered by this investigation. 

The Commission has been impressed by the extraordinary charity shown by complainants and their families towards offenders. It is very clear to the Commission that complainants and their families frequently behaved in a much more Christian and charitable way than the Church authorities did. Many indeed expressed concern for the welfare of the priest concerned. 

The Commission has no doubt that clerical child sexual abuse was covered up by the Archdiocese of Dublin and other Church authorities over much of the period covered by the Commission’s remit. The structures and rules of the Catholic Church facilitated that cover-up. 

The welfare of children, which should have been the first priority, was not even a factor to be considered in the early stages. Instead the focus was on the avoidance of scandal and the preservation of the good name, status and assets of the institution and of what the institution regarded as its most important members – the priests. In the mid 1990s, a light began to be shone on the scandal and the cover up. Gradually, the story has unfolded. 

It is very clear from the accounts given by victims and from the reports of psychologists and psychiatrists that offending priests used their status as clerics and their privileged access in order to groom and abuse children. It is notable that a major concern of virtually all victims, when they first made a complaint to Church authorities about an alleged priest abuser, was that he be removed from ministry so that he could no longer use his status to gain access to children. Parents frequently made the point to the Archdiocesan authorities that this was their major concern. It was the failure to deal with that concern that distressed many of those parents. It is clear that the suffering and the stress of victims was often related to the fact that their abuser was still functioning as a cleric and might therefore be a threat to other children.

Instrumental


Cello piece

Prayer



All say: 
Lord, we are so sorry for what some of us did 



to your children: treated them so cruelly, 



especially in their hour of need. 



We have left them with a lifelong suffering. 




This was not your plan for them or us. 



Please help us to help them. Guide us, Lord, Amen. 

Response


Archbishop Martin
Washing of Feet A representative group of people affected by the sexual abuse of children by priests and religious have their feet washed by Archbishop Martin and Cardinal O’Malley. This included survivors of abuse perpetrated by priests of the Archdiocese of Dublin, survivors of abuse in religious run Institutions, the mother of a survivor and the spouse of a survivor. 
During which is sung the “Servant Song” (Richard Gillard)


All sing:
Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you.




Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too.




We are pilgrims on the journey, we are trav’lers on the road




We are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load.




I will hold the Christ light for you in the night-time of your fear




I will hold my hand out to you; speak the peace you long to hear.



I will weep when you are weeping;




when you laugh I’ll laugh with you. 




I will share your joy and sorrow 



till we’ve seen this journey through.

When we sing to God in heaven, we shall find such harmony,

Born of all we’ve known together of Christ’s love and agony.

Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you.




Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too.

Litany of Lament and Repentance

We turn to God in sorrow and humility, confessing our sins against God and God’s children, asking for mercy and forgiveness.

For the crimes and sins of sexual and physical abuse perpetrated by clergy and servants of the Church against children and young people; for the failure to love, respect, nurture and cherish young people – especially the most vulnerable. We ask your forgiveness.
All sing:
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison (Plainchant)
For the immense psychological harm and lasting spiritual devastation caused to survivors abused by Church representatives. We pray for the healing and peace of those whose suffering continues at home and abroad.

All sing:
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison

For the sins of bishops and religious superiors, when they failed to respond as good shepherds to survivors of abuse by priests and religious. For indifference in the face of human suffering, for putting the institutional Church before the safety of children, for covering up crimes of abuse, and by so doing actually causing the sexual abuse of more children. For their lack of compassion and pastoral love, for the scandal given to God’s people by their negligence and for the harm caused to the Church’s mission by those in authority and responsibility. We ask God’s forgiveness for the deaf ear, the blind eye and the hard heart.

All sing:
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison

For the sins of those priests and religious who not only abused God’s children but also scandalised them in the way our Lord deplored. We pray also that they may find forgiveness and ultimate healing, be delivered from denial 
and sincerely repent.
All sing:
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison

For any indifference and lack of compassion experienced by survivors of clerical and religious abuse by their fellow Church members, who could have supported them. 
For any hostility towards them, refusal to believe them, lack of care and acceptance towards our brothers and sisters who were unjustly subjected to such pain.
All sing:
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison

For the anguish and distress caused to the families and friends of those abused by priests and religious. We lament the burdens of sorrow they carry on account of the injuries inflicted on their loved ones.

All sing:
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison

For those who died prematurely as a result of the spiritual, psychological, and emotional damage they suffered through abuse. We grieve for the wounds that did not heal in this world. We remember those who died as a result of suicide. May God be close to those who mourn their loss. 
We remember them now, in a moment of silence…
Reflection
(Based on a prayer written by Brother Roger of Taizé)

Christ Jesus, Saviour of every life, 
You take our burdens upon yourself. 
You suffer with all who bear the cross of suffering 
in whatever form it takes. 
So that, with you, we can move forward: 
from worry and anxiety to trust, 
from darkness to light. 

With you accompanying us, 
even what pains our heart, 
even our own darkness can be made bright 
by the inner light of the Holy Spirit. 

You stretched out your arms on the cross 
and reconciled us to one another and to the Father. 
You brought God and humanity together in your body. 
Wrap your arms around our broken lives 
and restore us to the harmony that exists in you.

Song

Healer of my Soul (John Michael Talbot)

Symbol of Light and Hope

Jesus is the light of Ireland and the world. We pray that blessing will flow from this terrible wound and we trust that God will bring blessing from all the pain that has been endured by the abused children. Where sin abounded we trust that the grace of God will all the more abound. We hope that our act of repentance may open all our hearts to receiving the unconditional love of God as expressed in Jesus, His Son. 
We are determined that Evil will not have the last word but that out of the suffering of the many abused children will grow a new compassion that will be truly reflective of Jesus’ love and care for the young.
A light is taken from the Paschal candle to the Candle of Protectionby a member of the Diocesan Office for Safeguarding
Archbishop Martin says the Prayer of Blessing: 
Lord we ask you to bless + this candle, a simple sign of our hope for the future and for the healing of lost innocence. May this candle be symbol of renewal for all who worship here at the Pro-Cathedral. May we pledge ourselves to the cause of protecting young people as Mary and Joseph guarded their precious child.
Song

Christ be our light (Bernadette Farrell)
Archbishop: 
Gúimis chun an Athar faoi mar a mhúin 
                  
ár Shlánaitheoir dúinn a dhéanamh:
Ar n’Athair atá ar neamh  


[the Our Father in Irish]
go naofar d’ainm, go dtaga do ríocht

go ndéantar do thoil ar an talamh

mar a ndéantar ar neamh.

Ár n’arán laethúil tabhair dúinn inniú

agus maith dúinn ár bhfiacha

mar a mhaithimídne dár bhfeichiúna féin

Agus ná lig sinn i gcathú, ach saor sinn ó olc.


Concluding Prayer

The Cardinal and Archbishop lead everyone in praying:
To those who love you, Lord, and who take refuge under your wings, you promise in the Psalm: ‘They shall call upon me, and I will answer them; I will be with them in their distress.’ We pray to you: fulfil your promise. Here we are in distress; stand by our side. Come with your tender love and gentle healing to all who suffered any form of abuse when they were young. Especially comfort those who were abused by priests and religious. Shelter them, protect them, heal them and enfold them in your infinite love. To you we cry out for pardon and forgiveness. Purify your church of all scandal and corruption through the refining fire of the Holy Spirit. Save us and have mercy on us, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and our brother. Amen. 
Song of Reflection:


The Prayer  (Sager/Foster, Testa/Renis)

Preceded by the following Introduction:
Our God has revealed Himself as one who protects. 
Our God is one who saves, who brings us to His place of safety.
We pray now that the Lord will guide us with His grace, 
and lead us to the safety He desires for all His children: 


I pray you’ll be our eyes, and watch us where we go.


And help us to be wise in times when we don’t know


Let this be our prayer, when we lose our way


Lead us to the place, guide us with your grace


To a place where we’ll be safe…

Blessing:

All say: 
May the Lord bless us and keep us. 


May the Lord make His face to shine upon us 


and be gracious to us. 


The Lord lift the light of his countenance upon us 


and give us peace.

Final Song


Be not Afraid (Bob Dufford)

All sing:
Be not afraid, I go before you always,




Come follow me and I will give you rest.

The Candle of Protection is carried through the main body of the people to St Joseph’s altar – copies of the prayer are left there for everyone to take home. 
Here are the prayers left there to St Joseph, the protector.

St. Joseph’s Prayer

If Joseph had not hammered straight nails through honest wood

If Joseph had not cherished his Mary as he should  

If Joseph had not proved a man both kind and wise

Would he have drawn with favour the child’s all-probing eyes?

Would Christ have prayed Our Father or called that name in death 

unless he first honoured Joseph of Nazareth?
Candle of Protection

St. Joseph you protected the child Jesus from danger and harm. 

We entrust to your care all our young people and all who are vulnerable. 

Watch over them, keep them safe and hold them close to you always.

We ask this through the intercession of Jesus, the light of the world
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